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Protected areas help maintain well-preserved ecosystem functions, allowing a varied flow of different types of
services that partly determine human well-being (based on the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment of Spain, EME,
2011).

LINE 2: ECOSYSTEM SERVICES FOR HUMAN WELL-BEING

Protected areas are key to society because the ecosystems they protect, and their biodiversity,
provide a range of supply, regulation and cultural services for the human well-being of local po-
pulations and society in general.
Support for the production of local products, conservation of local ecological knowledge, a
sense of belonging to the place and conservation of the intangible heritage, the development
of actions related to health and environmental education are beneficial lines of work not only
for the conservation of biodiversity, but for the well-being of society.

Goals for 2020:
Protected areas help maintain the biodiversity and agrobiodiversity of a multifunctional
landscape, an expression of a diverse mosaic of uses linked to local ecological knowledge, both
on land and sea.
Increase the social importance of protected areas as tools that help improve the well-being of
society in terms of health, education, life safety, basic materials, good social relations, by carrying
out activities that respect ecosystem functions and the ability to generate services.
The headwaters of water basins are protected to ensure, in particular, the regulation (erosion
control, water regulation) and supply (water) services.
The management objectives of protected areas are diverse and adapted to territorial and social
realities, maintaining the objectives of biodiversity conservation and ecosystem functions, and
therefore their capacity to generate services for society.

Types of actions:
Generate shared projects that serve as pilot tests to favour partnerships with sectors such as
health, culture, education.
Promote projects in agriculture, forestry, livestock, fisheries and work with the main players on
the territory to facilitate the incorporation of local ecological knowledge and new efficient and
adapted technologies.
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Ordesa y Monte Perdido National Park.
Photo: Pilar López.
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LINE 3: TRANSFER OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE TO MANAGEMENT

Management in a complex and changing context requires the full incorporation of interdisci-
plinary scientific knowledge focused on the interface between ecological and social systems
(Sustainability Science).  The development of research and monitoring programmes aimed at
resolving management problems, scientific dissemination and scientific commitment, aligned
with the broad objectives of protected areas, are key issues.

Goals for 2020:
The transfer of scientific knowledge to management, promoting the joint work of researchers
and managers is improved.
The most recent trends and approaches in research for the management of protected areas in
their territorial context are incorporated.
Increase in the capacities of conservation professionals in cross-cutting issues and in all those
related to the emerging process of Global Change.
Protected areas are key to promoting a Global Change research and monitoring programme
by taking different types of spaces as long-term observatories of the multi-scale effects of
human activities on the ecosystem's essential ecological processes.

Types of actions:
Promote the joint work of researchers and managers in problems associated with Global
Change (platforms for accessing databases, jointly designed experimental projects, sectoral
forums with specific or more vulnerable problems).
Establish programmes for temporary exchange of work and experiences among professionals
related to protected areas.
Promote calls to research projects in protected areas based on the demands of management
that favour the incorporation of the best existing scientific knowledge in decision-making.
Promote training platforms that allow the updating of knowledge and the extension of
technical capacities.

Sierra de Guadarrama National Park. Photo: José Antonio Atauri.
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Sierras de Cazorla, Segura y las Villas Natural Park.
Photo: Regional Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning. Regional Government of Andalusia.
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LINE 4: STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION TO INCREASE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SUPPORT

All the technical effort will not be enough if key messages do not reach strategic players. There
is a need to improve professional communication skills, prepare materials aimed at key sectors
and enhance interaction with political institutions to increase the relevance of protected areas
in the political agenda.

Goals for 2020:
Society values the role of protected areas as tools for both the conservation of nature and
providers of services that contribute to human well-being.
The needs of the local population are reflected in the communication, education and
participation processes.
Nature conservation professionals work closely with communication and education
professionals.
Biodiversity conservation and the role of protected areas are explicitly part of the political
agenda.

Types of actions:
Adapt the message of the benefits of protected areas to different groups: from direct users
(visitors, local people, land owners) to decision makers (national, regional or local political
institutions).
Know the perception and priorities of the different social groups, work together to solve,
promote or lead changes detected as necessary and with possibilities of success.
Encourage partnerships with the media, creating messages with attractive language, without
unnecessary technicalities but no less rigorous therein, using communication tools to reach
broad sectors of society.
Generate and publicise discussion papers, as tools designed to influence directly or indirectly
decision makers or those who influence them.

Communication and environmental education programmes include a range of actions from environmental
information to participation through volunteer programmes. Original figure from María Muñoz.
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Sierra de Gredos Regional Park.
Photo: National Heritage Foundation | Regional Government of Castilla y León.
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LINE 5: DIVERSIFICATION OF GOVERNANCE MODELS

Public administrations are the guarantors of protected areas, and their role will be strengthened
by the support and participation of organised civil society, improving and diversifying wherever
necessary governance models (promoting land stewardship and other formulas), and improving
transparency to get closer to society and guaranteeing social equity.

Goals for 2020:
Governance is improved and different types of governance developed, adapted to each
territorial and social reality, from a cross-cutting view of protected areas.
The administration has a leadership role, being responsible for conservation policies, and
promotes public policy participation and co-production processes.
Increased involvement of civil society and greater citizen participation through different forms
of co-management, private protected areas, land stewardship, volunteering, broad participation
of sectors linked to the territory in collegiate bodies that improve its operation.
Social equity is guaranteed from the moment a protected area is declared to all phases of its
management.
Information and communication technologies favour participation in the management of
different agents and entities.

Types of actions:
Incorporate new public and private actors and groups, from different professional sectors (for
example, reinforce the work with municipalities and with local companies and business
associations).
Effectively apply new management models adapted to the objectives and territorial reality
(study in particular the new needs in Natura 2000 Network sites).
Foster a culture of transparency and accountability in the public administration in general, and
in the management of protected areas in particular, as a means to obtain the necessary
recognition and support, evaluating and publishing the results obtained and the quality of
management.
Promote social support through formulas such as clubs and associations of friends of parks,
citizen science, volunteer programmes, etc.

Site of Scientific Interest of Janubio. Photo: Javier Puertas.
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Sierra del Rincón Biosphere Reserve. 
Photo: Nacho Ubeda.
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LINE 6: DIVERSIFICATION OF FINANCING MODELS

The socio-economic benefits of protected areas far outweigh the costs of effective management.
Progress must be made in both economic valuation, beyond monetary value, and the diversifi-
cation of financing models, promotion of patronage, taxation and mixed financing models.

Goals for 2020:
Protected areas are recognised as relevant tools for the economy of the territory, as well as the
social and economic profitability of public investment in natural and cultural heritage
conservation.
The financing model is based on the diversification of financing sources, with sufficient public
funding to guarantee basic services.
More use is made of new tools and mechanisms to finance protected areas.
Actions in favour of biodiversity are included in different European financing mechanisms.

Types of actions:
Promote the value of protected areas in maintaining and creating jobs, generating new
economic activity and maintaining ecosystem services on which key sectors depend (e.g., jobs
linked to sustainable tourism in protected areas through the European Charter for Sustainable
Tourism, among other initiatives).
Improve the efficiency of public management with experienced technical teams, and with new
capacities when necessary, with mechanisms of transparency and cooperation between
administrations to increase the positive impact of public policies on conservation.
Further the application of new financial and fiscal mechanisms available for the conservation
of biodiversity.
Develop indicators to help monitor the use of public funds (European, national or regional) in
conservation actions.

Delta del Ebro Natural Park. Photo: Xavier Abril.
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Ordesa y Monte Perdido National Park.
Photo: Emili Josep Martinez.
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LINE 7: GREENING OF SECTORAL POLICIES

Protected areas are in territories influenced by many other sectoral policies with which there
must be more coordination and positive synergies. There is a need to improve the training of
protected area managers on cross-cutting issues, promote cross-sectoral partnerships and po-
licies, and increase cross-cutting.

Goals for 2020:
Greening of sectoral policies, i.e. environmental aspects cross cut all sectoral policies that affect
the territory.
A high level of coordination between different policies is achieved.
Protected areas help improve territorial socio-economic rebalancing.

Tipos de acciones:
Identify and incorporate sustainability criteria in all sectoral policies, promoting inter-level
interdisciplinary, integrated and inclusive forms of work.
Increase the capacities of conservation professionals on cross-cutting issues.
Create working groups or interdepartmental councils with co-decision capacity and favour
hierarchical coordination in the environmental administration.
Promote strategic environmental evaluation, including evaluation of policies.
Develop cross-cutting projects to improve policy partnerships: sustainable tourism (e.g.,
European Charter for Sustainable Tourism), health, agricultural production, forestry and
sustainable fisheries, among others.

Sierra de Ávila Special Protection Area. Photo: Javier Puertas.
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Iguazú National Park.
Photo: Javier Puertas.
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LINE 8: GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Decisions and actions in our country are influenced by other countries and affect third parties.
With regard to that global responsibility, conservation efforts and the fostering of international
cooperation must be made internationally visible.

Goals for 2020:
Protected areas are instruments for international cooperation beyond their value for the
conservation of nature, proving their value as examples of international solidarity.
Effective management of protected areas helps achieve the Aichi goals and the Sustainable
Development Goals.
International cooperation is coordinated among different entities to make it more effective.
Actions promoted from protected areas linked to the conservation of agrodiversity, adaptation
to climate change, responsible consumption, and environmental education help raise awareness
of the consequences and global responsibility of our actions as individuals and organisations.

Types of actions:
Analyse the role of protected areas in the global context of socio-economic changes.
Implement projects in collaboration with development cooperation entities.
Promote exchanges between professionals from different countries to encourage the exchange
of good practices.
Promote awareness of and our responsibility towards global environmental issues from
protected areas.

Photo: María Muñoz.
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Agrobiodiversity: This is biodiversity brought about by
human uses. It includes cattle breeds, varieties of cultivated
plants, varieties and semi-domestic ecotypes of grassland and
grassland plants, and cultural landscapes associated with agri-
cultural uses.

Biodiversity: Amount, variety and variability of living orga-
nisms as well as the relationships established between them.
It includes diversity within a species (genetic diversity), bet-
ween species (diversity of species) and between communities
(diversity of communities).

Ecological network: Natural reserve systems and their inter-
connections that makes a fragmented landscape maintain
more biodiversity than in its form without connections.  The
systems are composed of core areas (generally protected) and
buffer areas connected by ecological corridors for the conser-
vation of biodiversity.

Ecosystem: It is the basic functional unit of interaction of li-
ving organisms with each other and of said organisms with
the environment, in a given space and time.

Ecosystem services: Direct and indirect contributions of ecos-
ystems and the biodiversity they provide to human well-being.
It includes other terms such as environmental services, ecos-
ystem services or goods and services.

Global change: All environmental changes induced by human
activity, especially those that affect the biogeophysical pro-
cesses that determine the operation of the Earth system. It is
related to the human control of the planet.

Governance: A set of interactions between structures, proces-
ses and traditions that determine how power and responsibi-
lities are exercised, how decisions are made and how the voice
of citizenship is heard.

Green infrastructure: Strategically planned network of natu-
ral and semi-natural areas with other environmental elements,
designed and managed to provide a wide range of ecosystem
services and protect the biodiversity of both rural and urban
settlements (COM/2013/0249).

Human well-being: State of a person in whom, once the most
essential material requirements that lead to the proper func-
tioning of their somatic and psychic activity are met, a good,
quiet, decent and accomplished life is achieved without ex-
ceeding the biophysical limits of the ecosystems.

Integrated heritage: The legacy we have received from our
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ancestors, both material and immaterial, which shapes our en-
vironment and our identity, is constantly adapting to natural
and social changes. We use it during our life, it sustains us and
contributes to our happiness. We must transmit it to our des-
cendants in the best possible state. It involves the transmission
of knowledge or know-how and responsibilities.

Land stewardship:  It is a participatory tool of territory mana-
gement. It is defined as the set of legal strategies or techniques
through which land owners and users are involved in conser-
vation and the use of natural, cultural and landscape values
and resources.

Local ecological knowledge:  A cumulative body of know-
ledge, practices and beliefs that evolve through adaptive pro-
cesses and which is communicated by cultural transmission
from generation to generation about the relationship of living
beings, including humans, with one another and their ecos-
ystems.

Natural capital: Those ecosystems with ecological integrity
and resilience, and therefore capable of performing functions
and providing services which contribute to human well-being.
It refers to the socio-ecological dimension of the different
components of ecosystems including biodiversity.

Protected marine area: Natural spaces designated for the pro-
tection of ecosystems, communities or biological or geological
elements of the marine environment which, because of their
rarity, fragility, importance or uniqueness, deserve special pro-
tection.

Protected area:  According to IUCN (2008), it is a clearly defi-
ned geographical area, recognised, declared and managed by
means of legal or other types of instruments to achieve the
long-term nature conservation of its ecosystem services and
associated cultural values.

Resilience: The ability of a system to deal with disturbances
without collapsing, without changing to an unwanted state.

Social equity: Equity is synonymous with equality, equanimity,
justice, rightness, balance. Applied to protected areas, social
equity refers to the recognition and respect of the rights of po-
pulations, effective participation in decision-making proces-
ses, fair distribution of costs and benefits.

Socio-ecosystem: An ecological system which, in a complex
way, links and interacts with one or more social systems
through its institutions.

Programme 2020
Society and Protected Areas

Glossary
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Annex. Standard form for collecting examples

Contact us:
EUROPARC-Spain Technical Office:  oficina@redeuroparc.org 
http://www.redeuroparc.org
https://es-es.facebook.com/REDEUROPARC
@redeuroparc 

TITLE of the INITIATIVE

SUMMARY (initial situation, objectives, highlighting novel aspects)

RESULTS OBTAINED / EXPECTED

SOURCE OF FINANCING

RESPONSIBLE ENTITY (promoter of the action)

PARTNERS / ACTORS INVOLVED (in the execution of the project)

RECIPIENTS / BENEFICIARIES (of the project actions)

CONTACT (personal, email)

MORE INFO (web...)

CONTRIBUTION TO PROGRAMME 2020 (line or lines to which it contributes) 
Integration of protected areas in the territory
Ecosystem services for human well-being
Transfer of scientific knowledge to management
Strategic communication to increase social and political support
Diversification of governance models
Diversification of financing models
Greening of sectoral policies
Global responsibility and international cooperation




